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catch sight of us than he began a storm of abuse in Persian, to which Abdul Wahid replied in kind. The substance of it all was that we, by heading the riot, had been the cause of all the trouble, and the loss they would incur by sailing with their ship half empty ; that we could have our money back, but they would see us somewhere before they let us come aboard. We paid no attention, shoved our boat alongside and proceeded to carry the gangway by assault. Ibrahim, going first, butted the Persian in the stomach and forced his way past, followed by Jaffa and myself with the hand luggage. This was seized by the syndicate, who attempted to pitch it overboard. Abdul Wahid, however, had by now become a popular hero, and the rest of us shone with a reflected glory. Everybody realized that it was entirely owing to him that the Persians had been brought to terms. A crowd of excited pilgrims gathered to our rescue. Some Moroccan Arabs seized the unfortunate syndicate, and swore that if any of our belongings went overboard, they would be thrown in after them. Willing hands helped to hoist our heavy luggage on deck, and we were conducted in triumph to the best place in the ship, where our mats were spread and our things arranged for us. Ingratitude is not a common vice in the East.
In the meantime Ibrahim had a conversation with the Persians which put an end to further friction between us. It now appeared that I was a near relation of the Governor of Jiddah, and was fully determined to report the whole affair to him on arriving there, having been greatly scandalized by the proceedings to date. This news caused something like consternation among them. Thenceforward they could not do enough for us, in the hope of correcting the unfortunate impression they had made. Between this and the effusive gratitude of our fellow-passengers, we made the voyage in far greater comfort than would otherwise have been possible. I could not help feeling rather flattered by the readiness with which these accounts of my illustrious connections always obtained credence.
The ship, originally a cargo-boat, had been fitted up expressly for the pilgrim-traffic. The hold was occupied by two strata of decks fore and aft, reached by ladders